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DeHayes takes reins of group 

BY JOHN FLYNN ROONEY
Law Bulletin staff writer

Karina Zabicki DeHayes plans
to use her term as president of
the Women’s Bar Association of
Illinois to help advance female
lawyers into leadership positions. 
She wanted her presidency’s

theme to be “Women and Men
Partnering for Excellence,” she
said.
“The focus of the program this

year will be on the need for
everyone, men and women, to
recognize the value of women as
leaders and the need for men and
women to work collaboratively to
advance women into leadership
positions,” said DeHayes, 38, a
partner at Tabet, DiVito &
Rothstein LLC.
“The Women’s Bar would like

to be the catalyst for changing
the statistics and what I mean by
changing the statistics is more
gender parity at law firms and in
the public sector.”
DeHayes, who handles

complex commercial litigation
and appellate matters, expects to
receive the oath of office from
Illinois Supreme Court Justice
Anne M. Burke at the associa-
tion’s 98th annual installation
dinner this evening.
Deane B. Brown, a Beermann,

Pritikin, Mirabelli, Swerdlove
LLP partner and the associa-
tion’s outgoing president, called
DeHayes “wise beyond her years,
extremely organized and highly
articulate.”
“She is a terrific lawyer and

great friend, and I am certain the
WBAI will have another
outstanding bar year with
Karina at the helm,” Brown said.

An upcoming WBAI program
will focus on female general
counsel promoting the advance-
ment of women, DeHayes said.
Another program will focus on

male mentors as an important
component to a female lawyer’s
path to success, she said.
Earlier in her career, DeHayes

said her mentors were all men,
including her now fellow
partners, Gino L. DiVito and
Caesar A. Tabet, along with
Cook County Circuit Judge
James A. Shapiro.
“Now I’m a mentor to many

women, but I’m also trying to
encourage women lawyers to not
only seek out women mentors,
but also men mentors,” she said.
DiVito, a WBAI member,

encouraged DeHayes to move up
the organization’s leadership
ladder, she said.
“I know others encouraged her

to go for it because we knew she
had leadership potential and that
she’ll be a great leader of the
association,” DiVito said.
Jennifer M. Sender, a Hinshaw

& Culbertson LLP partner and
past WBAI president, also urged
DeHayes to assume leadership
positions within the association.
“While she was a young

attorney, I saw a passion for
advocating for women,” Sender
said. “I also was impressed by
her poise, sensibility and
eloquence that really attracted
people to her.
“It was very clear that her

logical, pragmatic and diplomatic
character (generated) respect
among the membership of the
Women’s Bar.”

DeHayes said inspirational
female lawyers she met in recent
years include Andrea S. Kramer,
a McDermott, Will & Emery LLP
partner.
Kramer called DeHayes an

inspiring person.
“She’s a true leader,” Kramer

said. “She’s very kind and in my
experience gets things done.”
DeHayes joined the WBAI in

2001 and the following year
served co-chairwoman of its
Balancing Act Committee.
She later served as a member

of WBAI’s board of directors and
as its financial secretary. She
then served as its second and
first vice president.
The WBAI currently consists

of about 1,000 members, she
said.
“If there is a challenge, it is to

continue to increase and recruit
the Women’s Bar membership.”
Another challenge involves

ensuring “that the Women’s Bar
theme resonates equally with
men and women,” she said.
DeHayes, a Detroit native, 

said that after attending the

University of Michigan as an
undergraduate, she wanted to
live in a more metropolitan area.
So, she moved to Chicago and

enrolled at Loyola University
Chicago School of Law. She
graduated from there in 1998 and
joined Quinlan & Crisham Ltd.
After about two years there,

DeHayes joined Tabet, DiVito &
Rothstein as its first associate.
DeHayes and her husband,

Ben DeHayes, who owns a sign
and graphics business, are the
parents of a young daughter.
DeHayes expects to deliver

her second child, a son, next
week.
“Because science hasn’t

allowed working moms the
ability to clone themselves, I will
balance family, WBAI and being
a partner in a successful firm,
the same way I have tried to
balance my busy schedule to
date,” she said.
“I value all of my roles and will

more than likely lose sleep than
let anyone down. It will be a chal-
lenging year to be sure, but my
support network is vast.”

Copyright © 2012 Law Bulletin Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission from Law Bulletin Publishing Company.

I value all
of my roles

and will more
than likely lose
sleep than let
anyone down.”

New Women’s Bar
leader hopes to help
female lawyers get
leadership roles 

CHICAGOLAWBULLETIN.COM THURSDAY, JUNE 7, 2012

Karina Zabicki DeHayes becomes the new president of the
Women’s Bar Association of Illinois after tonight’s installation
event. Heather Eidson


